I bought my fairline holiday mark one in October last year. I was
returning
> to boating after years of absence my previous boat being a Mayland
> fisherman. So this was a big step up in terms of size and power.
>
> I saw the boat, named Spring Fever moored at port Medway marina on the
river
> Medway. It was in good condition for the year (1976) mind you I should
have
> listened to the broker who told me that the owner had bought the boat a
year
> previously and never taken it out !
> Anyway, I parted with my cash after having her surveyed and she was hauled
> out onto the hard standing for me to work on.
>
> I doubt if you will find many boat bottoms in the state of this one it was
> terrible, a marine colony over the whole hull and the worst thing was that
> the Volvo outdrive was in a worse state, still things could have been
worse,
> or could they ! I got Volspec to come down and do a service on the drive
all
> went well until the engineer said " the forks cracked mate " What fork I
> thought (you can tell the level of my nautical knowledge.) Yes, it was the
> main leg fork and they aint cheap. Anyway away it went and came back like
> new. Well it should have for £1500 I thought.
>
> So I got on with cleaning the outside of the boat and re named her ' Ocean
> Crusader.' I decided on a two season anti foul and promptly splashed on
250
> quids worth and re painted the hull at the same time. I must admit it all
> came out very well. Also started to clean up the cabin which was in a
> reasonable condition compared to the hull, no major problems here anyway.
A
> new mahogany bathing platform, fishfinder/sounder and GPS etc.
>
> So, at the end of last month I decided to put the boat back in the water.
> All Ok, the boat went like stink, just a short run then back onto the
> pontoon. Opened the engine cover, shock horror, water, water everywhere,
> Shit. It looked as if it was coming from where the raw water filter
attached
> onto a brass pipe. Oops forget to mention that it is a Volvo AQ171C lump.
>
> So Volspec down again, and the saying ' a can of worms ' really came into
> play.
>
>  The engineer found that the leak was from where I had suspected, great.
But
> then the I'll check for blockages came into play. He checked the water
pump
> impeller and found that it had been idle for so long most of the veins had
> bent over, no problem I had a spare with the boat. Heat exchanger off the
> front, I noticed that the cam belt was frayed, yep new one of those. Also
> may need a cam chain tensioner too came the reply, the nuts a bit rusty !.
> Now to the exhaust manifold, all going well until  " I've got all the nuts
> off except one and the nuts just sheered off." Looked as if someone had
> tried to do the job before I bought the boat but gave up as all the other
> nuts were covered in anti seize. Shit again I thought. By this time it was
> getting dark and I was getting pissed off with it all, so we called it a
> day.
>
> Had a phone call a couple of days later to say that they had got the
> manifold off and it was not blocked. Great I thought, then the engineer
> said, but we have found a crack in it and it's leaking water into the
> exhaust and we a pretty sure this is causing the problem that caused the
> original blow. Bloody great, how much then £644 for a manifold I was told.
I
> picked myself up off the floor and asked what the total cost for the job
> would be, a couple of minutes later, £2400 mate. So I fell over again.
>
> So at the moment I still have ' Ocean Crusader ' trying to get the money
> together for the repairs and have not had a decent solo run in the thing
> yet.
>
> The moral of this story, well, even if you buy a boat and have as sea
trial
> as I did, don't spend all your hard earned cash on the boat. Keep a
> substantial amount aside for the things that WILL go wrong and remember
that
> well founded saying " OPENING A CAN OF WORMS ." Enjoy your boating, I hope
I
> do soon !!
>
>
> View my photographs on this site :-
> www.planepictures.net
> In search box enter Dave Russell
