Three Steps to…..?

It was one of those warm summer evenings and a trio of Fairline Holiday Crews had enjoyed a meal and a glass of beer. How do you finish such a perfect evening? …. Of course…. you hop from boat to boat comparing electronic gadgets, décor, engines and modifications to make best use of the limited space available!!    It was this last category which grabbed my attention!…. “osprey” had the open cabin steps replaced by a clever two-tier storage cupboard which also served as steps…. Brilliant I thought!… that’s for me!… I need the storage space.

I decided to manufacture something similar for “Beau Vallon”. I found the tape measure and made a note of the essential dimensions…

Over the next two weekends much hammering and sawing could be heard from the garden shed until at last I emerged with a gleaming work of craftsmanship which gave me a warm feeling inside!…. It had three tiers, was made from good quality wood and finished with veneer…. Each tier was decorated with the same curtain material used throughout the cabin… Not a flimsy affair!… The mere weight of an elephant would be unnoticed by the robust structure!… Boy, was I looking forward to showing this off to the lads!!

Then came the first sign that things may be going a little ‘pear-shaped’…. The structure was too big to get into the car!… Luckily this problem had an answer since I was able to borrow a van!

After a 200 mile journey I arrived at the boatyard and gradually became aware of problem number two. No amount of pushing, levering or cursing was ever going to squeeze the work of art into the cabin of “Beau Vallon”!!…. Had the boat shrunk mysteriously while my back was turned?…. No, I had misread a dimension when originally taking notes…. Well, what’s 10 inches between friends?

I am much more accurate with my chartwork….. honestly!!
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Why are we not convinced?

Remind us again who hit the sand bank on his 2nd solo outing to sea?………………………Cap’n Gary 

